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not unfrequently count down silver Tomans and brass Towee-
lahs when occasion requires. But among Bedouins and even
villagers in Nejed, computation in an artificial medium sur-
passes the ordinary range of human faculties.

During our stay at Hofhoof, Aboo-'Eysa left untried no arts
of Arab rhetoric and persuasion to determine me to visit
'Oman, assuring me again and again that whatever we had
yet seen, even in his favourite fjas-a., was nothing compared
to what remained to see in that more remote country. My
companion, tired of our long journey, and thinking the long
distance already laid between him and his Syrian home quite
sufficient in itself without further leagues tacked on to it, was
very little disposed for a supplementary expedition. Indeed,
considering the strong attachment that the inhabitants of Cen-
tral Syria bear to their native land, and the difficulty that there
is in inducing them to quit it for anything like a serious jour-
ney, I might rather wonder that Barakat had come thus far,
than that he was unwilling to go farther. Englishmen, on the
contrary, are rovers by descent and habit; my own mind was
now fully made up to visit 'Oman at all risks, whether Barakat
came with me or not. Meanwhile, we formed our plan for the
next immediate stage of our route. My companion and I were
to quit Hofhoof together, leaving Aboo-'Eysa behind us for a
week or two at IJasa, whilst we journeyed northwards to Kateef,
and thence took ship for the town of Menamah in Bahreyn.
In this latter place Aboo-'Eysa was to rejoin us by the route of
'Ajeyr, a seaport much nearer than Kateef to Hofhoof. Our
main reason for thus separating our movements in time and
in direction, was to avoid the too glaring appearance of acting
in concert while yet in a land under Wahhabee government
and full of Wahhabee spies and reporters, especially after the
suspicions thrown on us at Ri'ad. Ulterior arrangements about
'Oman were to be deferred till we should all meet again to-
gether at Menamah. Aboo-'Eysa's quality of pilgrim conductor
obliged him to visit Bahreyn anyhow, in order there to arrange
several affairs relative to the transport of his future companions.
From Bahreyn his way lay by sea to Aboo-Shahr, the customary
rendezvous of Persian pilgrims, and their starting-point for
Mecca. The ordinary allowance of time for a caravan from
Aboo-Shahr to Mecca, iri& Nejed, is about two months, inclu-
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